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 until the road delivers him to a wounded woman in need of a savior, and a new home. Ruby Goodwill is willing to let Cayden take her in for the night if it will help her escape her past. As the two grow closer, Cayden is forced to accept his role as Ruby’s protector—and the one who might save her from the brink of madness. But his life isn’t without challenges, as Ruby struggles with a past that
threatens to destroy everything she holds dear. When Cayden finds himself falling for Ruby, he must learn to decide between the woman he loves and the woman he is sworn to protect. She strolled in like she owned the place. Even without the wind-dissipating cloak, I was certain she’d attract attention. Soft light flickered, drawing my attention to her, and my gaze followed the seam of her black dress
to her hips and the curve of her ass. Her long, flowing hair was dyed an unearthly shade of green. It flowed around her shoulders, and I caught a glimpse of a tattoo on her right arm. A thick branch of the nearest tree shifted in the wind, banging against the glass windows with enough force to send it shaking. “It’s nothing,” Ruby said. I stepped back from the edge of the tree. “What?” She laughed, and

her emerald eyes sparkled in the moonlight. “See?” she said. “It’s just the wind.” “It’s not the wind,” I said. “It’s a person.” “Cayden.” Ruby’s voice rose. “Come out.” “I’m not talking to you.” “Of course you are,” she said, her voice becoming a little too agitated. “You’re talking to the tree, right? You’re talking to the tree.” “It’s just a fucking tree.” She laughed, and I moved to the other side of the
window. I hadn’t meant to snap at her, but she was getting on my nerves. This was my territory, my tree, and I didn’t want her trespassing in 82157476af
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